Badger TB in the pilot badger cull zone in Gloucestershire
In their letter to the Veterinary Record of May 16, 2015, vol 176 , page 537, Mr Blowey and others correctly observe that there has been a decrease in the number of total reactors in the Western Region from 2013 to 2014. They also observe that in the cull areas of Gloucestershire, Hereford/Worcester and Somerset the decrease is considerable and muse over the coincidence that these are in the cull zones. They conclude by speculating that not only has the cull not led to an increase in bovine TB, but indeed rather the opposite.
When making such speculative statements, it is essential not to look at the 2 years of data in isolation. The trend, before the pilot badger culls were implemented, was for a decreasing number of reactors (see Table 1 The only conclusion that can be drawn is from the total Western Regional data. Here, there appears to have been a modest decline in the numbers of reactors between 2008 and 2014 and this started well before the pilot badger culls were implemented. Also within this decline there is sizeable variability from year to year in individual counties. Hence it is far too premature to conclude that there is any correlation of reactor numbers with the presence or absence of the pilot culls, much less causality. It is essential to ensure that data is rigorously analysed and put into context before trumpeting the success or otherwise of a programme that has serious environmental, welfare and cost implications. 
